
Volume 49   No. 3– Fall 2015         Newsletter of the Goodhue County Historical Society 

 

  

History Center News 

 
Belle Creek 

 
Belvidere 

 
Cannon Falls 

 
Central Point 

 
Cherry Grove 

 
Featherstone 

 
Florence 

 
Goodhue 

 
Hay Creek 

 
Holden 

 
Kenyon 

 
Lake City 

 
Leon 

 
Minneola 

 
Pine Island 

 
Red Wing 

 
Roscoe 

 
Stanton 

 
Vasa 

 
Wacouta 

 
Wanamingo 

 
Warsaw 

 
Welch 

 
Zumbrota 

Prelude to the 1876 Northfield Bank Raid:  A 
Goodhue County Connection with Robert Rohl 

By Loren Evenrud 
 

For well over a century, the well-
documented raid of the Northfield National 
Bank by the James-Younger Gang has 
commanded the attention of historians and 
has been deeply engrained in American 
popular culture. Whether these notorious 
outlaws are viewed as folk heroes or 
common criminals, the historic record 
provides only a limited factual framework 
for history fans.  
 
It is well established that the James-Younger 
Gang consisted of a loose federation of ex-
guerrillas who travelled widely after the 
Civil War; they robbed at minimum twelve 
banks, five railroad express mail cars, five 
stage coaches as well as the ticket gate cash 
box at the 1872 Kansas City Exposition; 
they were drawn to race tracks, fast horses, 
and military riding equipment including 
McClellan saddles; they avoided law 
enforcement and operated in the shadows of 
society under numerous aliases; and, in order to maintain their outlaw 
lifestyle, they were not adverse to killing innocent citizens. It is important to 
separate fact from fiction in the ongoing narrative.   
 
While some historians have offered insights into the travels of the James-
Younger Gang prior to the famous Northfield bank raid, the most useful 
published research has been provided by Mark Lee Gardner (Shot All to Hell: 
Jesse James, the Northfield Raid, and the Wild West’s Greatest Escape, 
William Morrow, New York, 2014) and John J. Koblas (Jesse James Ate Here, 
North Star Press, St. Cloud, 2001). Gardner and Koblas provide considerable 
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The mission of the Goodhue County 
Historical Society is to serve as the steward 
for county history by collecting, preserving, 
and promoting the natural and cultural 
history of Goodhue County and its people. 
 
 
Goodhue County History Center   
1166 Oak Street 
Red Wing, Minnesota, 55066 
 

651-388-6024 
Website:  www.goodhuecountyhistory.org 
General information via email:  
info@goodhistory.org 

 
Open Tuesday through Saturday 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Mondays & Holidays 

 
Staff 

 
Executive Director:  Dustin Heckman 
Curator of Objects & Exhibits:  Casey Mathern 
Archives & Library Manager:  Afton Esson 
Education & Outreach Coordinator: James 
Clinton 
Collections Assistant:  Paul Hildebrandt 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Roger Hand, Red Wing, Chair 
Dennis Schultz, White Rock, Vice-Chair 
Fran O’Connell, Red Wing, Secretary 
Marilyn Lawrence, Red Wing, Treasurer  
Ron Allen, Red Wing, County Commissioner 
Nancy Barth, Wacouta 
Howard Burfeind, Lake City 
Janet Daley, Welch 
Loren Evenrud, Cannon Falls 
Ruth Nerhaugen, Red Wing 
Ken Roufs, Red Wing 
Richard Samuelson, Cannon Falls 
 
Historical News is produced quarterly by the 
Goodhue County Historical Society.  Opinions 
expressed by authors or in quotations do not 
necessarily represent those of the Society, its 
Directors or staff.  The Society welcomes your 
comments and suggestions.  Except otherwise 
noted, all photos are from the GCHS Photograph 
Collection.   

In August, the Historical Society received permission 
from the City of Red Wing to begin looking at the 
rehabilitation and reuse of the Friedrich Community 
Center, formerly part of the Old City Hospital.  The 
Board of Directors and staff envision a history campus 
utilizing the History Center and Friedrich Community 
Center as well as Civic Center Park.  If plans come to 
fruition, this could mean an entirely new chapter in the 
history of the Goodhue County Historical Society. 
 
Many people have asked why are you looking at this 
building and what do you plan to do with it?  I’ll begin 
with the why.  For close to a decade, the Friedrich 
Community Center has sat empty with no concrete plan 
for what to do with it.  After our decision not to pursue 
moving to the Citizen’s Building in downtown Red 
Wing, we began to realize that we needed to figure out 
how our site could better suit our needs.  The idea for a 
campus was brought to the Board of Directors last 
November.  We have a beautiful location and we want to 
share it with more people. 
 
So what are we going to do with this extra space if 
everything works out?  In order to answer this question 
in detail, we are first going to review what our needs are 
that our current building cannot support.  This will be 
done through a site master plan, which will begin in the 
next year.  We do have some tentative ideas that may be 
cemented or prove unnecessary during the master plan 
process.  They include more programming and classroom 
space to meet the increased demand for programs and 
tours, additional collections and archival storage to allow 
for collecting into the next 25 to 50 years, and possibly 
more office and work space to allow our staff and 
volunteers to work more comfortably with one another to 
complete projects.  The green space of Civic Center Park 
could allow for more outdoor experiences and events like 
Crock Fest, which we hosted in July. 
 
As this exciting project progresses, we will keep our 
members in the loop.  If you have any concerns or 
questions, do not hesitate to contact me at the History 
Center at (651) 388-6024 or via email at 
director@goodhistory.org. 

  Executive Director’s Column  By Dustin Heckman  
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 documentation that places the members of 
the James-Younger Gang in Minneapolis/St 
Paul and later in Red Wing in August of 
1876, just prior to the failed bank raid in 
Northfield.   
 
Lost in the historical record is the actual 
westward route from Red Wing traveled by 
the James-Younger Gang in Goodhue 
County. A careful re-construction of the 
travels of the James-Younger Gang just 
prior to the fateful Northfield Bank Raid is 
provided by Kenyon resident and historian 
Robert L. Rohl.  
 
Rohl has explored the 
travels of the James-
Younger Gang in 
Goodhue County after 
they left Red Wing 
and before they 
arrived in Northfield. 
For Rohl, the 
overland travel of the 
James-Younger Gang 
is personal. Robert 
and his wife, Susan, 
own and operate a 
farm near Kenyon.  In 
1975, they learned 
from community member Vince Benson 
that members of the gang actually camped 
on their property.   In his book, Koblas 
mentions the overnight stop by the gang on 
the Rohl property in Kenyon Township.   
 
Rohl was intrigued by this information and 
he proceeded to collect more accounts from 
the descendants of local farmers and 
landowners as well as local village 
historical societies.  As he investigated the 
modes of travel available to the band of 
outlaws moving westward to Northfield, he 
soon discovered that limited travel options 
were available in 1876. Of course, the 
railroad system was rapidly expanding in all 

directions and several stage coach lines 
passed through Goodhue County. One main 
line ran from Dubuque (IA) to St. Paul 
(MN), passing  through the bustling 
community of Belle Creek. However, it 
became apparent to Rohl that the James-
Younger Gang needed fast, reliable 
transportation and, in the day, that meant 
horseback.  
 
Given the need to cover ground rapidly and 
avoid detection, horseback was a logical 
choice for members of the gang. Koblas and 
other historians provide considerable 
documentation to support the claim that the 

gang sought and 
purchased fast, 
strong horses and 
fine riding gear. 
Some members of 
the gang were likely 
very familiar with 
cavalry horses and 
equipment due to 
their Civil War 
experiences. The 
military McClellan 
saddle was well 
suited for the travel 
needs of the gang as 
it provided comfort 

as well as various brass and iron ring 
attachments for a bed roll, coat straps, a 
grain bag, a scabbard, and other survival 
supplies. Rohl learned from his interviews 
with the descendants of actual witnesses 
that it was the military appearance of the 
horses and equipment as well as the unique 
riding gear that included white, linen 
dusters that attracted the attention of local 
residents in Goodhue County in 1876.      
  
In mid-August, records indicate that Bob 
Younger and Clell Miller spent a 
considerable amount of time in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul while preparing for their next 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 bank raid. Considerable detail concerning 
this chapter in the James/Younger saga has 
been provided by Mark Lee Gardner (Shot 
All to Hell: Jesse James, the Northfield 
Raid, and the Wild West’s Greatest Escape, 
William Morrow, New York, 2014). After 
considerable discussion and debate, 
members of the gang boarded a train in St. 
Joseph, Missouri for the trip north. None 
had ever travelled to Minneapolis/St. Paul 
before this planned trip.  
 
Due to their previous criminal activities, 
law enforcement pressure was high in 
Missouri so 
Minnesota was an 
attractive location to 
hide out. In addition, 
it was known that 
Union General 
Benjamin Butler of 
Massachusetts and his 
son-in-law, Adelbert 
Ames, had financial 
interests in the 
Northfield National 
Bank. Both Butler and 
Ames were U.S. 
Government 
reconstruction 
officials and considered “carpet baggers,” 
making them unpopular in the South. 
Another reason for the James-Younger 
Gang visit to St. Paul was to locate Alan 
Pinkerton’s right hand man, Samuel 
Hardwicke, who engineered the January 26, 
1875 raid on the Missouri farm of Zerelda 
Samuel, the mother of Jesse James. During 
the bloody confrontation, the eight-year-old 
half-brother of Jesse James was killed and 
his mother lost her right arm below the 
elbow. After being tipped off by a neighbor, 
America’s most wanted criminal of the day 
escaped and Pinkerton’s reputation as a 
crime fighter was tarnished. Jesse James 
had more reason to strike back.   

  
During their stay in Minneapolis/St. Paul, 
the James-Younger Gang members posed as 
land surveyors, cattle buyers, and railroad 
officials. On August 24, four “strangers” 
arrived in Red Wing on the noon train. Most 
agree that these “strangers” were Jesse 
James, Frank James, James Younger, and 
Clell Miller. Records of The National Hotel 
in Red Wing indicate that they registered at 
the hotel under false names. On August 26, 
Rohl believes that members of the gang 
started westbound on the joint stage line 
and “wheat trail” to Kenyon. At some point, 
William (Bill) Stiles was called upon to 

guide the “strangers” 
westward toward 
Northfield. Stiles 
was a Minnesota 
resident and was 
connected to the 
Cannon Falls area 
where his sister was 
a school teacher.   
 
An early 
documented stop 
was at the Anderson 
farmstead located on 
present day Goodhue 
County Road 6, just 

south of Highway 19. Today, only a metal 
windmill remains amid the pine trees at this 
farmstead. Here Rohl believes that members 
of the gang requested water and grain for 
their horses. In the day, it was a common 
practice for travelers on horseback to seek 
water, grain, and possibly shelter for a 
night.  
 
The next documented stop was on the Hay 
Creek Trail near present day 325th Street. 
The arrival of the gang members at the 
District 113 Hay Creek School was 
witnessed by Henry and Rosina Germann 
who lived at a nearby farmstead. According 
to the descendants of the Germanns, several 

(Continued from page 3) 

U.S. Cavalry bit owned by Robert Rohl 



5 

 
“strangers” approached the farmhouse and 
requested a large slab of bacon, fresh butter, 
and grain for their horses. The Germann 
family met this request and learned that the 
gang members planned to spend the night at 
the school house. The family stayed awake 
all night out of concern for their safety and 
they observed the “strangers” depart in the 
early morning hours. The next stop is 
believed to be White Rock where a 
blacksmith shop and stable was located near 
the present day White Rock Bank.  
 
Moving to the south, Rohl believes that the 

overland travelers would have encountered 
a structure known today as the Chandler 
House which is the oldest standing structure 
in Goodhue County. In the 1870’s, this 
Belle Creek structure was occupied by 

Samuel P. Chandler. According to the 
current owner, Tim Holtzman, the structure 
served as an overnight stop for teams 
hauling wheat to Red Wing for milling. It is 
also rumored to have served as a brothel. A 
barn still stands across from the present 
Chandler House, on Goodhue County Road 
8.     
  
In order to avoid detection, Rohl contends 
that the gang again split up into even 
smaller groups so as not to alarm residents. 
The sight of heavily armed “strangers” 
riding military type horses would have at 
the very least attracted the curiosity of local 
farmers and their families. It is significant 
to note that law enforcement presence in 
1876 would have been very light as Sheriff 
Martin Chandler (no relation to Samuel P. 
Chandler) would have had only one or two 
deputies to cover the entire county. In the 
day, a civilian posse would have been sworn 
in to help with pressing matters when 
needed. Therefore, the outlaws could move 
about with some degree of freedom so long 
as they did not rob and pillage. In many of 
the accounts collected, local residents 
mention that the “strangers” were polite and 
acted like gentlemen.  
  
The westward movement of the James-
Younger Gang through Featherstone, Belle 
Creek, White Rock, Wanamingo, and Leon 
Townships has been traced in various 
accounts collected by Rohl. Belle Creek 
was known in 1876 as a thriving community 
with teams hauling wheat to Red Wing, 
crossing paths with stage coaches carrying 
travelers. A public road house, store, post 
office, harness shop, and a barber shop 
prospered.  Moving west on the general 
Kenyon/Red Wing stage line, the outlaws 
certainly passed through Hader where 
horses were watered at an open triangle just 
to the east. Hader was at the intersection of 
the Kenyon/Red Wing and Dubuque/St. 

(Continued on page 6) 

McClellan saddle similar to what the James-
Younger Gang would have used. 
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 Paul stage lines. After 1857, the latter stage 
line would have followed the present U.S. 
Highway 52 from the Iowa border to St. 
Paul.  
 
Moving west, the gang is reported to have 
stopped at the Lars Gjemse farmstead in 
Section 9 of Wanamingo Township. The 
original farm house and barn remain at this 
location. Following this stop, the gang is 
believed to have camped on high ground in 
an oak savanna where two creeks join on 
the Rohl farm. Rohl believes that the gang 
split up again as they moved west again 
along 420th Street (Goodhue County Road 
44) toward Aspelund. One account indicates 
that the gang made contact with Henry 
Sands who directed their travel along the 
stage line to the Norway Post Office on 
Goodhue County Road 30. At this location, 
accounts indicated that the gang asked 
directions from a boy to the Brekke Bridge 
near Goodhue County Road 44. Rohl’s 
reconstruction of the travel route taken by 
the James-Younger Gang places most of the 
outlaws at various points in the Northfield 
area as they explored the possibility of 
raiding a banks in St. Peter or Mankato. 
They rejected the bank in St. Peter and soon 
determined that citizens in Mankato were 
too alert and escape routes were too 
complicated for a bank raid to be 
successful. The plan was finalized to 
conduct the daylight, surprise raid at the 
Northfield National Bank, located at 408 
Division Street, in Northfield 
  
For one hundred and thirty-nine years, the 
well-documented raid of the Northfield 
National Bank by the James-Younger Gang 
has commanded the attention of historians 
and has engrossed American popular 
culture. Well over thirty films, dozens of 
television documentaries, and hundreds of 
books including dime novels have 
chronicled the story of the James-Younger 

Gang. Whether these notorious outlaws are 
viewed as folk heroes or common criminals, 
the historic record provides only a limited 
factual framework.  
 
Loren Evenrud, a resident of Cannon Falls,  
holds a Ph.D. from the University of 
Minnesota and spent his career in law 
enforcement and education.  Currently he 
serves on the Board of Directors for the 
Goodhue County Historical Society and 
Shepherd's Center of the Cannon Valley. 
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Shot All to Hell by Mark Lee Gardner is 
available for purchase at the Goodhue 
County Historical Society and Fair Trade 
Books in Red Wing. 
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Check out our classes this fall through 

Red Wing Community Education! 
 

To register for a class, contact the Community 
Education office at (651) 385-4565.  The cost for 
each class is $10 per person. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

How to Use Ancestry.com with 
Dustin Heckman 
Tuesday, October 20th, 6-8pm 
Have you ever wanted to start a 
genealogy project, but were unsure how to begin? 
Learn how with Goodhue County Historical Society Executive Director Dustin Heckman.  
Heckman will go over the basics of genealogy research, and provide the tools you need to get 
your own project started. Instruction on how to use Ancestry.com will be the main focus of the 
program. The program will take place in the Jean Chesley Research Library at the Goodhue 
County Historical Society. 
 

Fascinating Fossils: Hands-On Fossil Exploration and Presentation 
Tuesday, November 10th, 6-7:30pm 
A fantastic family program for kids and parents! Longtime educator and fossil collector 
Daniel Lines will lead this kid-friendly program on fossils and what they mean to humans 
today. Participants will get the chance to hold and work with actual fossils from Lines’ 
collection. Lines is a volunteer at the Cannon Falls Historical Society, and is looking forward 
to bringing his knowledge and enthusiasm for history and fossil collecting to the rest of 
Goodhue County.  
 

The Story of Rest Island & Prohibition in Goodhue 
County 
Thursday, November 19

th
, 6-7:30pm 

Frederick Johnson, former teacher and author of several books on 
Goodhue County history, will present his research and 
conclusions regarding Rest Island and prohibition in Goodhue 
County. Rest Island was an early treatment and spiritual retreat 
center in Central Point Township, before Central Point was 
annexed by Florence and Lake City. This program is in 
conjunction with the featured Central Point Township exhibit, 
currently on display at the Goodhue County Historical Society. 
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Ellison Shares Textile 
Equipment 

By Janet Daley 
 
Nancy Ellison grew up in Belle Creek 
Township and has a passion for 
Scandinavian weaving. Nancy’s collection 
includes floor looms, approximately sixty 
spinning wheels, and additional textile 
equipment. Her collection is housed in 
buildings on the Ellison Sheep Farm in 
Zumbrota. Nancy learned how to spin wool 
from a woman in Hutson, MN when she 
was teaching home economics. In 1976, she 
began raising several rare breeds of sheep 
that produced wool 
with the texture and 
color she desired. 

 
Nearly forty years 
later, Nancy shares 
her spinning and 
weaving knowledge 
with customers and 
students. Nancy is a 
member of the 
Spinners and 
Weavers Guild of 
Oneota in Decorah 

Iowa, the Zumbro River Fabric Art Guild, 
the Weavers Guild of Minnesota, and 
several local spinning groups. 

 
This past summer, the Goodhue County 
Historical Society hosted a display of 
Nancy’s personal collection of spinning and 
weaving equipment, featuring antiques as 
well as Nancy’s textile art. The display 
featured her most treasured spinning wheel 
that she purchased in 1968 when she 
studied at the University of Oslo in Norway, 
as well as a wool-carding bench that 
belonged to Swedish immigrants in 
Goodhue, MN. 

 
Nancy also brought a floor loom that 
belonged to the late Norma Garret of Red 
Wing. Norma’s dream was to learn to 
weave on her great-grandmother’s loom 
that came to America from Sweden around 
1850. Norma’s family hadn’t seen the loom 
in fifty years because it was kept in a room 
that had been sealed off and wallpapered 
over. With Nancy’s help, Norma put her 
family’s loom back together and began 
using it to weave. 

 

More information about the Ellison 
Sheep Farm and classes offered by 
Nancy can be found at 
ellisonsheepfarm.com. 
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Bubbles, Bangles & Beads is 
Theme for 10th Anniversary 

of Bling & Chocolate 
By Maggie Paynter 

 
On Sunday, February 21, 2016, we will be  
celebrating our 10th Anniversary, Bling & 
Chocolate Fundraiser, an event that has 
raised over $51,000 for the Goodhue Coun-
ty        Historical Society. 
 
What has been so unique about Bling &  
Chocolate is that its focus was on the        
proposition that jewelry, both vintage and  
contemporary, holds a special place in our  
culture, history and in our hearts.  The de-
sire to collect and wear it is as old as antiq-
uity.  
 
The year’s Bling & Chocolate called Bub-
bles, Bangles & Beads, is a tribute to all the  
breathtaking beaded jewelry that designers 

have created over time.  Many examples of 
glass, resin, stone, and organic materials 
that have been fashioned into jewelry will 
be highlighted at both the silent and oral       
auctions.  In addition, we will auction clas-
sic jewelry in gold, silver, pearl and pre-
cious stone.  We offer many lovely vintage 
purses, furs, scarves and distinctive cloth-
ing. For your sweet-tooth pleasure, the 
chocolate   desserts and sweet candies are 
exceptional.  We will toast our 10th anni-
versary with “Bubbles”-- that’s champagne 
bubbles! 
 
We could not hold this event without the  
generous jewelry donations from the citi-
zens of Goodhue County.  If you are plan-
ning on making a jewelry donation we ask 
that you make it before November 2015.  
That will ensure that your donation will be 
part of the upcoming “Bubbles, Bangle and 
Beads.”  You may deliver your jewelry to 
the History Center during normal business 
hours. 
 
If you are planning on attending the Bling 
& Chocolate fundraiser, all tickets are sold 
in advance.  There are only 100 tickets and     
typically we sell out each year. If you have 
a group that requests to be seated together, 
we ask that you purchase these tickets in a 
block.  Ticket will go on sale in early Janu-
ary 2016. 
 
Join us this year, and celebrate Bling &   
Chocolate’s 10th anniversary.  You will have 
the best time of your life. 
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History Break is a free monthly program that connects Goodhue County residents with 
different aspects of cultural and natural history. The program takes place on the third 
Wednesday of every month from 12-1 PM. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own lunch. 
 

Wednesday, October 14 - Manufacturer’s 
Week Special 
 
The Story of the Red Wing Shoe Company 
featuring Michelle Engel of the Red Wing Shoe Company 
 
On October 14th, hear the history of Red Wing’s most famous company: Red Wing Shoes. 
Michelle Engel, the company’s archivist, explains the company’s historical roots and traces its 
growth from a small business into a nationally recognized brand. Along the way, Red Wing 
Shoes has given back to the city of Red Wing, including purchasing and helping to restore the 
historic Saint James Hotel. 
 
If you have a pair of Red Wing Shoes–or are just curious what all the fuss is about–you won’t 
want to miss this engaging talk. 
 

Wednesday, October 21 
 
Red Wing Stoneware Company: A History 
featuring Bruce Johnson of the Red Wing Stoneware Company 
 
On October 21st, hear Red Wing Stoneware Company owner Bruce Johnson discuss the 
history and modern importance of the stoneware industry to Red Wing. Stoneware 
manufacturing was one of the industries that distinguished Red Wing throughout the 20th 
century, and went through several phases, evolving from an industry based on utilitarian 
products to one focused on aesthetic beauty. Today, Red Wing Stoneware inspires countless 
collectors across the country to hunt down these impeccable and historic products. 
 
Join the Historical Society and learn about one of Red Wing’s defining industries. 
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Wednesday, November 18 
 
A History of the Zumbro River Watershed 
featuring Kevin Strauss of the Zumbro Watershed 
Partnership 
 
On November 18th, listen to Zumbro River Watershed 
Education Coordinator Kevin Strauss discuss the history 
of the watershed and its role in shaping the larger history 
of Goodhue County. Strauss will explain what a 
watershed is and how watersheds have shaped the 
history of communities large and small. 
 
Explore the intersection of ecology, history, and 
economics in this engaging talk on the watershed that 
impacts the southern half of Goodhue County. 
 

 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
 
Red Wing Brewing through the Years 
featuring Scott Kolby of the Red Wing Brewery 
 
On December 16th, explore the history of brewing in Red Wing and Goodhue County with 
Scott Kolby, owner and founder of the Red Wing Brewery. When starting his successful 
enterprise, Scott dug into the archives of the History Center to understand the history of 
brewing in Red Wing, and the bountiful agriculture throughout the County that made the 
industry possible. Kolby even recreated a historic recipe that 
he proudly serves at the Red Wing Brewery on Old West Main 
Street.  
 
Join us for a fun talk on history, industry, and of course, beer.  
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Oakwood Cemetery Tour  10:30 AM & 1 PM 
Visit the resting places of famous Goodhue County residents as you explore Red Wing’s 
historic cemetery. The Oakwood Cemetery Tour takes participants through a historic section of 
the cemetery, and explains Victorian mourning 
practices and cemetery symbolism. The tour is 
approximately 90 minutes in length and will be led by 
Executive Director Dustin Heckman. The tour 
includes visits to the graves of Reverend Joseph 
Hancock, T.B. Sheldon, Civil War hero A.E. Welch, 
and many more notable Goodhue County citizens. 
 
Note: The tour begins and ends at the Oakwood 
Cemetery. Each tour will last 1.5 hours.  More 
information is available at the History Center. 
 
Lutheran Ladies Seminary Program & Tour   
9 AM & 1 PM 
Explore the former grounds of the Lutheran Ladies Seminary, a center of music, culture, and 
higher education in Red Wing until burning down in 1919. The program includes a 60-minute 
presentation at the History Center followed by a 90 minute walking tour of the former 
Seminary grounds. The program is led by Seminary expert Pastor Todd Walsh. Participants 
will begin and end the program at the History Center. The museum will also have Pastor 
Walsh’s hand-built model of the Seminary on display in the lobby.  Each tour will last 2.5 
hours. 
 

There will be a morning and afternoon walking tour for both the Lutheran Ladies 
Seminary and the Oakwood Cemetery programs. 

 
Participants can choose to buy a single tour ticket, or buy tickets for both tours for a special 
discounted price.  

 
Single tour tickets are $7 for GCHS members and $10 for non-members  
Double tour tickets are $10 for GCHS members and $15 for non-members. 
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Enjoy free admission and  
family activities each month on 

Free Family Fun Day! 
 
All Aboard! Railroads in Goodhue County 
Sunday, November 1st, 1-5pm 
 
Grady     
Dancer’s 
Model      
Railroad Club 
of Red Wing 
brings some of 
their most   
exciting model 
railroad sets to 
the Goodhue 
County Historical Society. Bring the whole 
family to see a variety of models, including 
one built entirely from LEGOs. There will be 
short talks at 2pm on railroad history in the 
County, and ArtReach will have a craft table 
available. 
 

Christmas at the Museum 
Saturday, December 5th, 1-5pm 
 
Take a break from the busy season and relax at 
the History Center with the whole family. The 
museum lobby will be adorned with festive 
decorations, and various craft projects          
including making your own holiday-themed 

picture frame to commemorate the special  
season. Don’t forget to get your picture taken 
with Santa! 

 

Have you designated your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars yet? 

 
If you are a member of Thrivent Financial, 
there is an easy way for you to direct         
donations to a charitable organization of your 
choice.  Thrivent Choice Dollars allow  
members to distribute funds to eligible      

organizations each year. 

The Goodhue County Historical Society is a 
participating organization in the Thrivent 
Choice program.  Contact your Thrivent   
representative today to designate your 
Choice Dollars. 

All Thrivent Choice Dollars must be        
designated by March 31,2016. 

All lists are current from  
April 1 to September 30, 
2015—Thank you! 
 
Memorials &  
Honorariums  
 
In Memory of  
Doris (Weis) Lindahl 
Given by 
Breanna Wheeler 
 
In Memory of 
Rosie Kinneman 
Given by 
Joyce Rapp 
 
In Memory of 
Ron Berg 
Given by 
Kelly & Joann Ronningen 
 
In Memory of 
Mary “Chell” Mark 
Given by 
Joni Jonson Kilde 
 

In Memory of 
Florence Pirius 
Given by 
Chris Dietz & Jo Anne Judge 
 
In Memory of 
Sverre Solheim 
Given by 
Beverly Solheim 
Tipsy Luhmann 
 
Deceased Members 
 
Sverre Solheim 
Ron Berg 
Richard Musty 
James Redman 
 
We apologize if there are any 
errors or omissions. 
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 Arturi Shares His Musical 
History 

By Nancy Barth 
 

 

Mike Arturi is a professional drummer, 
music instructor, and founder of the 
Universal Music Center in Red Wing. Mike 
was born in Chicago, Illinois and has been a 
resident of Red Wing for the past five years. 
Mike has played with over a dozen 
nationally acclaimed artists including: 
Chuck Berry, Bo Diddley, Dick Clark's 
Rock and Roll Revival Show, The Coasters, 
The Marvellets, Del Shannon, Freddie 
Cannon, The Drifters, Big Twist and the 
Mellow Fellows, The Box Tops featuring 
Alex Chilton, Head East, Gary Lewis and 
the Playboys, and Badfinger. Mike has been 
the drummer for The Lovin’ Spoonful—
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductees—
since 1996. 
 
In addition to touring, Mike is passionate 
about sharing his love for music and the 
lessons that can be learned on stage and in 
the practice room. Mike founded the 
Universal Music Center—a non-profit 
music school—at the Anderson Center in 
Red Wing. At the UMC, he shares his 
lifetime of experience and is personally 
involved in the progress of every student, 
supporting their efforts to succeed and 
helping them achieve goals. 
 
Mike is an active public speaker with his 
Learn Music Learn Life presentation. Mike 
developed an accredited humanities course 
through the South East Technical College 
entitled Complete Concert Creation, 
currently available through Tower View 
High School and the Red Wing Correctional 
Facility. The UMC conducts community 
drumming—also known as drum circles—
for health, corporate, and community 
applications in Red Wing and throughout 

southeastern Minnesota. Mike himself was 
trained by master drum circle facilitator 
Arthur Hull. 
 

A display chronicling Mike’s professional 
and personal life told through his own 
collection of objects and gear—including 
his first traveling kit made by Ludwig 
Drums—will be open until November 15. 
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    GCHS Membership Application 
 
  Name______________________________________________ 
 
  Contact Person (Business only)___________________________ 
 
  Address_____________________________________________ 
 
   ___________________________________________________ 
 
  Phone (____) ________________________________________ 
 
  E-mail_______________________________________________ 
 
  Would you like to receive the GCHS newsletter by email?______ 

  Would you like to receive event and program notices by email? ____ 

  New   □  Renew   □  

   My check is enclosed  □    Please debit my credit card  □ 

 
  Card Number_________________________________________ 
 
  Expiration Date_____________    CCV/CVV # _______________ 
 
  Authorized Signature____________________________________ 
 

   

  Yes!  I want to be a member of the Goodhue County  
  Historical Society at the following level (please check     

  one): 
 

    □  Individual                           $35 

    □  Family                          $50 

    □  Basic Business                        $50 

    □  Supporting                   $100 

    □  Contributing                   $250 

    □  Rev. J.W. Hancock Society (life)     $5,000 

    
   Please make checks payable to: 
          
       Goodhue County Historical Society 
 
   Mail applications to: 
          
         Goodhue County Historical Society 
          1166 Oak Street 
          Red Wing, MN  55066  

Autumn Exhibit  
by the Red Wing  

Photography Club  
 

On view through  
November 1 

Help us with our mailing list! 
 

A number of our mailings are returned with  
incomplete or undeliverable addresses.  If you 
have moved, or have a winter or summer 
address, please notify us.  Even if you have 
moved to a new apartment in the same building/
complex, please give us your new address.     
 
If you would like to save a tree, and help us 
save on the cost of bulk mailing, you can 
receive the newsletter by email.  Please send an 
email to: info@goodhistory.org  
with Paperless Newsletter in the subject line 
to start receiving the newsletter by email.  If 
you have changed your email address as well, 
please let us know your new address.  If you 
have notified us but have not received the 
newsletter, check your bulk mail inbox and 
spam filter settings in your email program.   
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Give to the Max Day 2015 
 

Give to the Max Day is coming up on Thursday, 
November 12!  Help the Goodhue County Historical 
Society make one last fundraising push in 2015. 
 
Last year, we raised over $11,000 thanks to the 
generosity of our members and donors.  We even 
received a $2,000 golden ticket! 
 
There are many ways to donate on November 12: 
1) Go to our fundraising page on GiveMN.org and 
make a donation through the portal. 
2) Mail or drop off a check at the History Center. 
3) Call-in to or stop by the History Center with a 
credit card 


